City of O’Fallon, Missouri

Emerald Ash Borer and the O’Fallon Community

What is happening in O’Fallon with the Emerald Ash Borer?

The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is an insect that has found its way into the O’Fallon
community in the spring of 2014 and will create an infestation that is fatal to all
species of ash trees. The EAB will spread through the
community and begin killing only ash trees during the next
three years. Ash trees will begin to die in mass with the
years of 2018 through 2021 anticipated as the period in
which 80% of the community’s ash trees will die. The
mortality time line of ash trees in an EAB infested
community is predictable as it is historically repeated in communities infested with
EAB since 2002.

The remaining 20% of ash trees will comprise the remaining mortality from 2021 to
2025, leaving behind only stragglers of small ash trees attempting to hold on.
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What is the expected magnitude of tree loss for the O’Fallon community from 2015
to 2025?

O’Fallon’s city limits contain approximately 29 square miles, with 640 acres in a
square mile. Typically there are about 5 ash trees per acre in suburban areas, but to



be conservative, the estimate will be 2 ash trees per acre here in O’Fallon. This
calculation will lead to possibly 37,000 ash trees in the O’Fallon community being
doomed to die from the Emerald Ash Borer infestation.

™ But O’Fallon is a young community and the majority of the ash trees
. are smaller than 15 inches in diameter at chest height. This

! contrasts to towering ash trees over houses and cars commonly
found in older subdivisions in the St. Louis region.

So the O’Fallon community is in store for a considerable amount of
" labor to remove wood waste but only on a rare occurrence will
there be perilous situations created by towering trees.

What is the expected magnitude of tree loss for trees under the care of the City of
O’Fallon from 2015 to 2025?

The City of O’Fallon is fortunate to have relatively few ash trees to care for compared
to many municipalities. Ash trees on municipal properties such as City Hall, TR
Hughes Stadium, water tower properties, and certain roadways only total 122. Ash
trees in O’Fallon’s parks total 125. These two counts bring the grand total to 247 ash
trees that are the City of O’Fallon’s responsibility.

Other municipalities have ash tree populations in the thousands, so O’Fallon’s 247
trees in comparison will not be a burden on the City’s resources and the expense will
mainly be absorbed into the City’s operating budget.

Where are the roadway trees for which O’Fallon is responsible?

The City of O’Fallon is responsible for trees along roadways as follows:
Feise Rd. from Bryan Rd.to Hwy K
Mexico Rd. from Bryan Rd. to Washington’s Crossing Dr.
Woodlawn Ave. to Plackmeier Dr.
Sonderen St. from Vine St. to Old US Hwy 40

For which ash trees will O’Fallon residents be responsible?
Ash trees growing between the sidewalk and the street are the responsibility of the
adjacent property owner. In the O’Fallon suburban area, residents care for the area
between the sidewalk and the street as part of their front yard. Many residents also
take the same care for their side yards that are along the street.
The City of O’Fallon’s ordinance reads as follows:

. SECTION 402.210: MAINTENANCE



* F Maintenance of trees on private property is the responsibility of the
property owner. Maintenance of trees located within City right-of-way adjacent
to an individual lot, either residential or commercial, is the responsibility of the
adjacent property owner.

The City of O’Fallon recommends that property owners take

this ordinance into account when assessing the upcoming

EAB problem and make plans accordingly. This situation also

g+ lends itself as a topic of discussion for Home Owners

¥ Associations in which subdivision trustees may begin
budgeting the removal of the ash trees and replacing the ash
with another species, perhaps drafting and funding a five
year plan for the subdivision.

How will a resident verify that EAB is active in their ash tree?

O’Fallon will not dispatch staff to diagnose EAB activity. Although this may sound
abrupt, O’Fallon does not have the staffing capabilities to diagnose all of the potential
requests to diagnose EAB activity. The fact of the matter is that EAB is in the area and
every ash tree is vulnerable. Therefore if an ash tree appears unhealthy it likely is
infested with EAB and a diagnosis is unnecessary.

Can ash trees be treated to keep them from dying?

Yes, there are treatment programs that have proven effective against the EAB. As a
matter of fact a good deal has been learned in treatment protocols since EAB was first
discovered in 2002. There are do-it-

yourself treatments that are effective * www.emeraldashborer.info

until your tree reaches a diameter of
15” at chest height. Any trees larger
than 15” will then need professional
treatments. There are professional
treatments, with one in particular,
that is administered every two years.
What is not known is how long the
commitment is for continuing
treatments. Specialists have stated 6
years, 10 years, 15 years, and some
state that treatments will need to be




continued for the life of the tree. The one aspect that everyone can agree on is that
there is no guarantee that the treated tree is 100% invulnerable to EAB.

How urgent is the need to remove dying ash trees?

Ash trees that have died from an EAB infestation are particularly brittle. Communities
that have already suffered through the EAB infestation are very aware of the brittle
nature of the ash tree wood that has died from EAB. This brittleness raises a concern
if dying trees are left standing and subjected to high winds or an ice storm. The result
is a catastrophic drop of limbs and in some cases entire trees. Considerable damage
has been suffered by houses and vehicles beside the dying ash trees, and
neighborhood power outages become common from ash limbs dropping onto electric
lines.

With this phenomenon in mind, the City of O’Fallon is
encouraging residents to have ash trees removed when the
trees are showing 50% death of the tree structure. The 50%
criteria coincides with research that demonstrates when an
ash tree is subjected to this amount of decline, the tree’s
fate is irreversible.

The City of O’Fallon encourages homeowners to remove ash
trees when EAB activity becomes apparent and a decision is
made to not treat the trees with insecticide.

How will this large volume of wood waste be removed from the community?

Many O’Fallon residents may elect to contract the removal of ash trees and the
contractor would be responsible for the wood waste disposal.

O’Fallon is not considering creating a mulch or compost facility.

The City of O’Fallon will continue to offer yard waste pickup from O’Fallon’s residents
through the current program with O’Fallon’s Environmental Services Department.

O Yard waste collection is an optional service available
once per week from the 2nd Monday in March through

the 2nd Friday in December of each year. ,m s ‘:
Cost is $5.62 per month ($11.25 for bi-monthly bill) and [ty
is billed throughout the year. A 1-YEAR COMMITMENT §&i§ ol

IS REQUIRED. TP

Service is same day as recycling. There will be two
separate trucks picking up your yard waste and




recycling.

Yard waste includes leaves, grass clippings, limbs and branches (not to exceed 6
inches in diameter). Yard waste DOES NOT include dirt, sod, rock, concrete,
asphalt, lumber, tree stumps or logs over 6 inches in diameter. No pet/animal
feces can be included in yard waste.

Yard waste may be disposed of in any of the following methods, but with no
more than 10 of these combined:
= Resident-owned refuse container
= 30-gallon kraft paper yard waste bags (plastic bags are NOT
acceptable)
= Limbs/branches. 6 inches or less in diameter, four (4) feet or less in
length, bundled in twine (NO WIRE). Bundles not to exceed two (2)
feet in diameter.
= Please limit each individual unit to 60 Ibs. or less because of the
manual pick-up process.

Off-Season Yard Waste Pick Up is a once-a-month yard waste collection on the 4th
Wednesday of the month in December, January and February.

What community benefits will be lost when the ash trees die from EAB?
The loss of trees will have a significant effect on -

numerous life qualities that we may not realize.
Some of these qualities are in the list below:
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Trees provide oxygen and absorb carbon
dioxide from the air.

Trees filter particulates out of the air by trapping them on their leaves and
bark.

Trees cool the environment and drive down energy costs for residents.
Trees act as “sponges” that collect, absorb, and control storm water, and
protect soil from erosion.

Trees muffle suburban noise.

Trees provide habitat for suburban wildlife.

Trees increase property values by enhancing the landscape.




What work is being done to replace trees that will die from EAB?

O’Fallon will take measures to proactively replace ash trees on city property
beginning in 2015.

The decision was made to apply the city’s resources toward replacement of ash trees
with other species and forego attempts to treat existing ash trees. Long term success
with treatments to control EAB remains a gamble. Proactive tree '
planting in 2015 through 2019 will soften the transition of the
expected ash tree loss.

Planting replacement trees began in January of 2015 with the
intention of having a net gain in the total number of trees after
the last ash tree is removed in 2021.

Landscape staff members are taking this opportunity to improve
the landscape appeal of certain areas, which is an unexpected
benefit of the EAB dilemma.

How can Home Owner Associations find free trees to plant on subdivision common
ground to fight EAB tree loss?

Missouri has an organization that provides free trees to HOA’s
as long as the trees are planted on subdivision common
ground. The name of the organization is Forest ReLeaf of
Missouri and the program is Project CommuniTree. Applying
for the free trees is easy at http://moreleaf.org/plant/steps-
apply-free-trees/.
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Where can | find more information on the Emerald ash Borer?
http://extension.missouri.edu/treepests/emeraldashborer.aspx

The University of Missouri Extension )
: . . UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI
website has a good deal of information

that is well organized. E EXtenSiOH
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Ash Replacement Tree Species for O’Fallon

Trees in bold are native to the O’Fallon area.

American Buckeye Linden

Bald Cypress Locust

Birch Sycamore / London Plane
Black Gum Maple

Black Walnut Norway Spruce
Catalpa Oak

Colorado Spruce Persian Parrotia
European Alder Short Leaf Pine
Ginkgo Red Cedar
Hackberry Tulip Poplar

Hickory Turkish Hazel

Hop Hornbeam Sweetgum (Fruitless)
American Hornbeam White Pine
Kentucky Coffee Tree

Public information

The City of O’Fallon’s current tree planting codes:

Section 402.130 Tree Location Standards.
[Ord. No. 5752 §1, 12-8-2011]

A. Trees are required to meet this Section if located along a
roadway or utility line subject to the following:




1. Trees shall not be placed within twenty-five (25) feet of any street light or within fifteen (15) feet of the
back of curb unless otherwise provided in this Code.

2. Trees shall not be placed within twenty-five (25) feet of traffic control or street signs or within fifteen (15)
feet of the back of curb unless otherwise provided in this Code.

3. Trees shall not be planted within ten (10) feet of street storm water inlets or manholes.

4. All new trees within the City right-of-way must be an acceptable species as outlined in this Chapter. All
other trees to be installed are recommended, not required, to follow the recommended species list outlined
in this Chapter.

5. Trees may not be planted closer to the centerline of an overhead power line as listed below:

. Minimum
Maximum Mature .
. Distance From
Tree Height .
Centerline
(Feet) (Feet)
<15 No minimum
15—24 15
25—45 35
>45 45

6. To reduce potential damage to sidewalks the City recommends the following setback:

. Minimum
Maximum Mature .
Tree Height Distance From
Sidewalk
(Feet) (Feet)

<15 5
15—25 10
26—45 15
45 20

Tree standards in common ground or on private property:
1. Recommended (not required) tree species are outlined in this Chapter.

2. Itis not recommended to have a tree located within an easement since it could be
removed in the future with no replacement costs provided.

3. Tree location standards as provided in this Chapter shall be followed.



