The City of O’Fallon and the Emerald Ash Borer

Emerald Ash Borer - What’s the Problem?

The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is an insect that has found its way into
the O’Fallon community in the spring of 2014 and will create an infestation that is
fatal to all species of ash trees. The EAB will spread through the
community and begin killing only ash trees during the next eight
years. There are possibly 37,000 ash trees in the O’Fallon com-
munity being doomed to die from the Emerald Ash Borer.

O’Fallon EAB - Five Things to Know

1. Residents and businesses are responsible for tree removal on their property
including trees between the sidewalk and the street.

. O’Fallon staff will not diagnose EAB activity.

. Remove ash trees when the tree reaches 50% dead or
sooner if possible.

. Residents can use O’Fallon’s yard waste program for
disposing wood waste.

5. The City of O’Fallon encourages residents to plant
trees where ever possible and as many as possible, even
if you are not losing an ash tree.

Treatments to Save Ash Trees

A good deal has been learned about treatments to save ash trees since EAB was
p first discovered in 2002. There are do-it-yourself treatments and

4 there are professional treatments, with one in particular, that is

% administered every two years.

What is not known is how long the commitment is for continuing

# treatments, some tree specialists state that treatments will need

to be continued for the life of the tree. The one aspect that every-

" |one can agree on is that there is no guarantee that the treated

tree is 100% invulnerable to EAB.
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