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Dear Business Owner:

As Mayor of the City of O’Fallon, I take great pride in our community, with its dedicated businesses and enthusiastic 

residents. Along with our City Council and Staff, we consider our businesses to be partners in keeping our City as 

one of America’s best. We work hand-in-hand with business owners – both large and small – to support our existing 

businesses, attract new opportunities and promote sales within our City.

Residents in our City demand excellence from our business and civic leaders. Together we strive to exceed these 

high expectations through open and honest communication to maintain our nationally-acclaimed quality of life. 

Our Economic Development team is available to both new and existing businesses in order to help identify 

opportunities for growth and development within our great City. Our focus on business retention allows us to 

maintain a long-term relationship with our businesses, which, in turn, develop a dedicated customer base among 

our residents. 

In addition, we understand that our businesses and the sales tax they generate drive our local economy and 

help O’Fallon remain a vibrant community. As such, we are committed to supporting our local businesses and 

encouraging our residents to spend their hard-earned money within our City limits. Our strategic plan to promote 

shopping and dining within our City offers our businesses an opportunity to promote themselves to our residents 

and their fellow business leaders. 

The City of O’Fallon is committed to maintaining consistent communication with our residents and business 

owners. We welcome your thoughts, comments and ideas on how we can continue to improve our City and keep 

O’Fallon a great place to do business. 

Should you have any questions about opening, operating or expanding a business in the City of O’Fallon, I 

encourage you to call me directly at 636-379-5500 or, if you prefer, please contact our Economic Development team 

at any time. We will work with you to help you and your business succeed.

Sincerely,

Bill Hennessy

Mayor

City of O’Fallon, Missouri

ABOUT O’FALLON
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Elected Officials

Councilmembers

Ward 1
Dave Hinman
636-379-5581
dhinman@ofallon.mo.us

Rick Lucas
636-379-5582
rlucas@ofallon.mo.us

Ward 2
Tom “Duke” Herwick
636-379-5583
therwick@ofallon.mo.us 

Rose Mack
636-379-5591
rmack@ofallon.mo.us 

Ward 3
John Haman, Jr.
636-379-5585
jhaman@ofallon.mo.us

Richard “Rick” Battelle
636-379-5586
rbattelle@ofallon.mo.us

Ward 4
Bob Howell
636-379-5587
bhowell@ofallon.mo.us

Jeff Schwentker
636-379-5580
jschwentker@ofallon.mo.us

Ward 5
Debbie Cook
636-379-5588
dcook@ofallon.mo.us 

Mike Pheney
636-379-5584
mpheney@ofallon.mo.us

Mayor
Bill Hennessy
636-379-5500
bhennessy@ofallon.mo.us
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Retention, Expansion and Attraction

ABOUT O’FALLON

The City of O’Fallon is a business-friendly community in a business-friendly region. O’Fallon is included in the 
many accolades and recognitions bestowed on the State of Missouri, including Top 10 for Pro-business States, 
Pollina Corporate, 2015; 9th for business energy costs, Small Business and Entrepreneurship Council, 2016; and 
11th lowest state for cost of living, Missouri Economic Research and Information Center, 2015. 

The City of O’Fallon takes pride in fostering a pro-business atmosphere and in our City’s wide-ranging ability to 
assist manufacturers, retailers and service providers. 

Whether your business is well-established or brand new, O’Fallon’s Economic Development Department can 
help you get your plans off the drawing board and your projects up and running. 

Our department’s resources can save you time and money by providing:

 • Assistance in locating appropriate sites for expanding or building your business

 • One-on-one site consultations on request

 • Data on available properties, including demographic trends specific to each

 Detailed demographic reports for 1, 3 and 5-mile radius

 Consumer expenditure reports

 Daytime employment reports for 1, 3, 5 and 10-mile radius

 Traffic counts

 And much more

 • Guidance in navigating the necessary steps to build or expand your businesses

 • Links to local, state and private business resources

 • Sponsorship opportunities for promoting your business at popular City events

We welcome all inquiries – we are here for you! Please call O’Fallon’s Economic Development staff and put our 
expertise to work for you.

Economic Development Department

Patrick McKeehan 636-379-5510 
Director pmckeehan@ofallon.mo.us 

Patty Brown 636-379-5530 
Specialist pbrown@ofallon.mo.us 

Chad Cornwell 636-379-5634 
Coordinator ccornwell@ofallon.mo.us 

Ann Beers 636-379-5532 
Administrative Assistant abeers@ofallon.mo.us 
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Shop Local Campaigns

Keep it in the ‘O’ and It’s All in the ‘O’

In 2009, the City of O’Fallon launched a campaign to promote O’Fallon’s businesses and encourage our residents to 
shop locally and keep sales tax dollars in our city. The “Keep it in the O” campaign was developed in response to the 
City’s 2008 Retail Study, which is available for review at www.ofallon.mo.us/economic-development. 

By encouraging our residents to patronize local businesses instead of those outside the 
City, the City of O’Fallon assists in promoting our local businesses without increasing their 
advertising budgets. This ongoing campaign includes: 

 • The creation of the “Keep it in the O” tagline and logo

 • A comprehensive online Business Directory and Map detailing storefronts Citywide

 • Business window clings

 • Substantial advertising, including billboards, print, radio and television

 • Partnerships between the City and businesses to offer free marketing opportunities

In an effort to grow on those ideals, the City is continuing a marketing campaign which 
greatly expands the target audience to outside residents and visitors to O’Fallon as well.  
The slogan “It’s All in the O” is a way to show residents and non-residents alike all that 
O’Fallon has to offer. 

Business Watch Program

Open to all city businesses, the O’Fallon Police Department’s free Business Watch program strives to develop and 
maintain a cooperative crime-alert business network that:

 • Provides alerts and information to businesses regarding neighborhood crime issues

 • Educates businesses on the prevention and detection of crimes, such as shoplifting, fraud and the use of high-
tech security equipment

 • Provides tips on how to catch criminals in the act

 • Advises businesses on how to provide timely, effective information to the police

 • Provides information about the latest educational law enforcement resources,    such as 
disaster preparedness and security issues

 • Encourages mutually supportive monitoring of neighboring businesses

For more information, please call 636-379-5421 or visit www.ofallon.mo.us/PD/Business-Watch.



www.ofallon.mo.us

Community Contacts

City of O’Fallon Departments

Main City Hall   636-240-2000
Administration   636-379-5503
Building Safety   636-379-5660
 Inspection Line   636-379-5595
Citizens First   636-379-5553
City Clerk   636-379-5555
Code Enforcement   636-379-5422
Economic Development   636-379-5532
Engineering  636-379-5596
Environmental Services   636-272-0477
Finance   636-379-5525
Human Resources   636-379-5438
Municipal Court   636-240-8766
O’FallonTV   636-379-5536
Parks and Recreation   636-379-5606
Planning and Development   636-379-5544
Police Department   636-240-3200
Public Relations   636-379-5508
Public Works  636-379-5556
RSC (Renaud Spirit Center)   636-474-2732
Streets Division   636-379-3807
Tourism and Festivals   636-379-5502
Veterans’ Affairs   636-379-5577
Volunteer Services   636-379-5507
Water and Sewer  636-281-2858

Emergency Services (see map on page 49)

Central County Fire & Rescue   636-970-9700
www.centralcountyfire.org

Cottleville FPD   636-447-6655
www.cottlevillefpd.org

Lake St. Louis FPD   636-561-9200
www.lslfire.com

New Melle FPD   636-828-5528
www.newmellefire.org

O’Fallon FPD   636-272-3493  
www.ofallonfire.org

St. Charles Co. Ambulance Dist.   636-344-7600  
www.sccad.com

Wentzville FPD   636-332-9869
www.wentzvillefire.org

United States Postal Service

401 Church Street   636-272-3811
www.usps.com

Utilities

AmerenUE   800-552-7583
www.ameren.com

AT&T   800-499-7928
www.att.com

CenturyLink Business   636-332-3011
www.centurylink.net

Charter Business   636-387-6505
www.charterbusiness.net

Cuivre River Electric   800-392-3709 
www.cuivre.com

Duckett Creek Sewer   636-441-1244
www.duckettcreek.com

Laclede Gas   800-887-4173
www.lacledegas.com

Missouri American Water   866-430-0820
www.amwater.com

O’Fallon Water & Sewer   636-281-2858

Public Water District #2   636-561-3737
www.waterdistrict2.com

For county and state contact information, see pages 
53 and 54. For local business associations and civic 
organizations, see page 55.
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Planning & Development
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O'Fallon Education
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Fort Zumwalt

Francis Howell

Wentzville

01/15/2016

Map ID Name Type
1 Mt. Hope Elementary School Public
2 Westhoff Elementary School Public
3 Living Word Christian High School Private
4 Fort Zumwalt North High School Public
5 Forest Park Elementary School Public
6 J.L. Mudd Elementary School Public
7 Assumption Catholic School Private
8 Hope High School Public
9 St. Dominic High School Private
10 North Middle School Public
11 First Baptist Christian Academy Private
12 Rock Creek Elementary Public
13 Fort Zumwalt West High School Public
14 Fort Zumwalt South High School Public
15 Progress South Elemenatary School Public
16 South Middle School Public
17 Dardenne Elementary School Public
18 Immaculate Conception Catholic School Private
19 Crossroads Elementary School Public
20 Emge Elementary School Public
21 Twin Chimneys Elementary School Public
22 Ostmann Elementary School Public
23 Liberty High School Public
24 Webster University College
25 Sommers Road Elementary Public
26 Pheasant Point Elementary School Public
27 DD Middle School Public
28 West Middle School Public
29 John Weldon Elementary School Public
30 Francis Howell Middle School Public
31 Lindenwood University College
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Education
Residents may commute to nationally-recognized 
universities in metro St. Louis, or get an education at 
satellite campuses in O’Fallon. 

Higher Education in O’Fallon 

Lindenwood University O’Fallon South Campus
636-627-6600
www.lindenwood.edu

Graduate and undergraduate degrees are offered 
in Communications, Humanities and Business 
Administration. 

St. Charles Community College
636-922-8000
www.stchas.edu

Associate degrees are offered for a variety of 
academic and applied science programs (business 
administration, law enforcement, early childhood 
education, skilled trades), as well as continuing 
education.   

Webster University WingHaven Campus
636-561-2400
www.webster.edu/winghaven

Undergraduate degrees are offered in business, 
business administration, computer science, 
management and nursing. Graduate degrees are also 
offered in Business Administration, Finance, Human 
Resource Management, Information Technology 
Management and Management and Leadership. 

Public Schools in O’Fallon

O’Fallon is served by three public school districts for 
children in grades K-12. These include Fort Zumwalt, 
Francis Howell and Wentzville school districts. 

Private/Parochial Schools in O’Fallon

Some of O’Fallon’s five private/parochial schools 
have been educating students since the late 1800s, 
while others are relatively new. They provide a quality 
education for children from preschool through 
high school, with many opportunities for parental 
involvement. 
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Libraries
St. Charles City-County Library 
www.youranswerplace.org

As one of the largest public libraries in terms of use 
in the State of Missouri, the St. Charles City-County 
Library District stands out in its provision of special 
collections and services in several areas, including 
Business & Public Management, Government 
Documents, and Nonprofit Services. The following 
library branches are located in O’Fallon: 

Deer Run Library
636-978-3251
1300 North Main Street

Library Express at WingHaven
636-561-3385
7435 Village Center Drive

Middendorf-Kredell Library
636-272-4999
2750 Highway K



Missouri University of Science and Technology 
(Missouri S&T) 
www.mst.edu 

Missouri University of Science and Technology is a top 
research and innovation institution of higher learning 
located in Rolla, Missouri, and is part of the University 
of Missouri System. S&T has 25 research centers and 
institutes and offers over 97 degree programs in 39 
areas of study with a high emphasis on engineering, 
sciences, mathematics business, humanities and 
liberal arts.

Saint Louis University (SLU) 
www.slu.edu 

A private, co-educational Jesuit university, with a 
campus in St. Louis and Madrid, Spain; Saint Louis 
University offers nearly 100 undergraduate programs 
that focus on academic excellence, life-changing 
research, compassionate health care, and a strong 
commitment to faith and service. SLU also offers 
nearly 80 post-baccalaureate programs, 22 of which 
are among the best in the nation, as ranked by U.S. 
News and World Report and 25 online programs. 

Southern Illinois University (SIUE)
www.siue.edu

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, is a 
coeducational, public Master’s college and university 
in Edwardsville, Illinois, about 20 miles northeast 
of St. Louis, Missouri. SIUE awards degrees in 
undergraduate and graduate programs encompassing 
the arts, sciences, nursing, education, health 
(including dental and pharmacy), human behavior, 
business and engineering.  SIUE offers a broad-based 
liberal education that is enhanced by hands-on 
research and real-world experiences.

University of Missouri–Columbia (Mizzou) 
www.missouri.edu

University of Missouri–Columbia has more than 300 
degree programs, including 89 online options and 
is one of only six public universities nationwide that 
has a medical school, veterinary medicine college 
and a law school on the same campus. Mizzou grants 
a significant percentage of bachelor’s, master’s and 
doctoral degrees in the state of Missouri. Mizzou’s 
NCAA Division I athletic program has 20 sports, many 
ranked in the top 25 nationally.

University of Missouri–St. Louis (UMSL) 
www.umsl.edu

The University of Missouri–St. Louis is a public 
research university. Bachelor’s, Master’s, and doctoral 
programs are offered through the College of Arts 
and Sciences, College of Business Administration, 
College of Education, College of Nursing, and 
College of Optometry. They also have Pierre Laclede 
Honors College, Graduate School, School of Fine 
and Performing Arts, School of Social Work, Joint 
Undergraduate Engineering Program with Washington 
University and many other Centers & Institutes.  

Washington University (Wash U)
www.wustl.edu

Washington University in St. Louis is a private research 
university with seven graduate and undergraduate 
schools that encompass a broad range of academic 
fields. The undergraduate program offers more than 90 
fields of study with over 1,500 courses. The University 
College, with more than 50 programs of study is the 
division for adult, evening and professional studies in 
Arts & Sciences and administers the Summer School. 

Nationally-recognized Regional Universities

O’Fallon benefits from its proximity to some of the nation’s premier schools, as rated in several national 
publications. Forbes magazine recently ranked Metro St. Louis as #12 in the nation for America’s best colleges. All 
of the metro-area institutions listed here also feature prominently in US News & World Report’s college rankings at 
both the graduate and undergraduate levels.  

8
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 • O’Fallon continues to receive national accolades. 
The following are among its honors:

  Named one of the "Best Cities for Young Families" 
by ApartmentList.com, 2016.

  Military Times listed the City of O’Fallon, 
Missouri as one of the countries “Best for Vets: 
Places to Live,” 2016. 

  Named 20th “Safest City in Missouri” by safewise.
com, 2015

  Named 5th on “America’s Safest Cities” by CQ 
Press, 2008–2015  

  Named one of the “Best Small Cities for Singles”, 
coming in at #8 in the country by datingadvice.
com, 2015

  Named one of America’s “Best Places to Live” by 
Money magazine in 2006, 2008, 2010, 2012 and 
2014

  Named 39th “Fastest Growing Community” for 
small cities (population of less than 100,000) and 
2nd “Fastest in Job Growth” by Wallet-hub, 2014

 Named one of the “Best Places in Missouri 
to Own a Home” and rated 5th in state for 
homeownership by Nerdwallet, 2014

 • 37.5% of O’Fallon residents 25 years of age and older 
earned a college degree according to the 2010–2014 
American Community Survey 5-year estimates. 

 • Nearly 1,600 businesses call O’Fallon home, 
satisfying the tastes and styles of almost everyone. 
Shopping and dining experiences range from large 
retail chains to small independent businesses.

 • O’Fallon is rooted in community tradition through 
its numerous attractions and events including the 
9/11 memorials, Veterans Memorial Walk, Heritage 
& Freedom Fest, Fall Fest and Celebration of Lights.

 • More than 450 acres of parks are located throughout 
the City. Recreational facilities include the City’s own 
Renaud Spirit Center (indoor recreation complex), 
Alligator’s Creek Aquatic Center and T.R. Hughes 
Ballpark. Also in the community is the O’Fallon 
Family YMCA.

 • Public infrastructure continues to be a significant 
City focus, with over $17.2 million budgeted for the 
street and road improvement funding in 2016 for 
infrastructure improvements and maintenance.

 • BJC Progress West Hospital is a state of-the-art 
hospital that complements numerous urgent care 
facilities and doctors’ offices located throughout the 
City.

 • O’Fallon has a low poverty rate of 4.9% (American 
Community Survey 2010–2014, U.S. Census Bureau).

 • St. Charles County ranks as one of the Top 25 Tech 
Counties in the country (Progressive Policy Institute, 
2015).

 • St. Charles County Arts Council Gallery showcases 
local artists and supports events within the County.

 • St. Louis is ranked #5 in "Best Cities to Start a 
Business" (WalletHub, 2016).

 • Missouri has the 11th lowest cost of living in 
the nation (Missouri Economic Research and 
Information Center, 2015 Annual Cost of Living).

 • Missouri ranks among the top 10 pro-business states 
in the U.S. (Pollina Corporate, 2015).

 • Missouri ranks as the 3rd lowest on corporate tax 
rate and 8th lowest on property tax (Tax Foundation, 
2016).

Quality of Life

With the philosophy of “family first,” the City of O’Fallon, Missouri, has achieved phenomenal growth for more 
than two decades, making it one of the fastest-growing cities in the nation. The belief that the opportunity to live, 
work and play within the same community should be readily available supports the strong family values that are 
O’Fallon’s greatest asset and the foundation on which the City continues to build its future.

ABOUT O’FALLON
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Parks and Recreation

 • O’Fallon Jammin’ Outdoor Concerts are held every 
Tuesday evening in June, July and August. 

 • Founders’ Day in May focuses on our City’s history 
and the good old days.

 • O’Fallon’s Heritage & Freedom Fest is one of 
the biggest Independence Day celebrations in 
the metro area, with nationally-known headline 
entertainment, a carnival, parade, fireworks, family 
shows.

 • The O’Fallon Fall Fest in October features live music, 
a street dance, family entertainment, arts and crafts 
vendors.

 • January’s Cabin Fever Daze is a two-day event held 
in O’Fallon Sports Park featuring skating, winter 
games and activities for the entire family.

 • Drive through the annual Celebration of Lights 
to see a mile of spectacular lights and whimsical 
holiday scenes in Fort Zumwalt Park.

 • O’FallonTheatreWorks presents locally-produced 
productions of award-winning musicals each spring 
and dramas each fall.

 • Monthly art exhibits showcase local artists at the 
Cultural Arts Center Gallery in the RSC.

 • Numerous athletic leagues and events for all ages, 
including a triathlon and 5K races.
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O’Fallon has some of the finest family recreation in the region, with excellent athletic fields in our parks, a state-of-
the art indoor recreation center, leisure activities for all ages, recreational and competitive sports leagues and great 
golfing on public and semi-private courses. 

O’Fallon’s 66,000 square foot indoor recreation complex, the Renaud Spirit Center (RSC), is fully equipped for all 
ages and abilities and offers a superb fitness center, a natatorium with a 10,000 square foot pool and 185 foot water 
slide, 16,000 square foot state of the art gymnasium, an art gallery, classrooms, wet and dry food courts, locker 
rooms, showers, and changing rooms for families and those with disabilities.  

The City of O’Fallon also has some of the finest athletic fields in the metro area for team sports such as soccer, 
football and baseball. In addition to the state-of-the-art indoor recreation complex, the Renaud Spirit Center, the 
City also has Alligator’s Creek Aquatic Center outdoor pool. For a detailed list of park amenities, see page 12.

If you love baseball, O’Fallon’s T.R. Hughes Ballpark is the home of the popular River City Rascals minor league 
baseball team. Parking is free, with game prices and lively entertainment geared to families. 

WingHaven Country Club in O’Fallon has an 18-hole Jack Nicklaus-designed golf course. The Falls Golf Club and 
The Links at Dardenne are also popular 18-hole golf courses. All three have outstanding pro shops, restaurants and 
driving ranges. 

Each year, the City also sponsors festivals, special events, concerts, live theater and art exhibits with the help of 
businesses and volunteers. A partial list includes: 



Civic Park
Facilities include the Alligator’s Creek Aquatic Center 
outdoor swimming complex, an ADA-accessible 
playground and walking path, a large bandstand for 
summer concerts and other activities. The park is also 
home to the O’Fallon Historical Society Log Cabin.

Dames Park
Football is the name of the game at Dames Park, which 
has two football practice fields and a full-sized game 
field with bleachers. The park also offers a fitness 
course, a one-mile exercise path and the Omer Dames 
Vietnam War Memorial. 

Fort Zumwalt Park
O’Fallon’s most historic park is also its most scenic, 
with native oak, hickory, locust, catalpa, persimmon 
and willow trees growing around pretty Lake Whetsel. 
The park’s historic features include a limestone 
chimney marking the site of Zumwalt’s Fort (a War 
of 1812 settler fort) currently being reconstructed, 
and the Darius Heald Home, built circa 1884–1886. 
The restored home can be rented for upscale events. 
The park also has a one-mile exercise path, a full 
playground, 18-hole disc golf course and picnic tables.

Knaust Park
This neighborhood park has a playground and a 
walking path. 

O’Fallon Municipal Centre
O’Fallon’s City Hall/Police Department complex 
includes a full-sized gymnasium with a stage used for 
O’FallonTheatreWorks’ musicals, dramas and theater 
programs for youngsters. 

O’Fallon Sports Park
O’Fallon’s premier soccer park has a 12-field soccer 
complex, a cricket field, and a state-of-the-art indoor 
recreation center, the RSC (Renaud Spirit Center) 
and the Cultural Arts Center Gallery. The park also 
contains a demonstration rain garden. The RSC is 
available for meetings and special events. 

O’Fallon Veterans Memorial Walk
Honoring all U.S. military personnel, veterans and 
American soldiers from all eras, this striking memorial 
features an eternal flame, a platoon of bronze military 
boots positioned as though marching in unison, the 
insignias of all U.S. military branches of service, a 
POW/MIA flag and a reflecting pool.

Ozzie Smith Sports Complex
and T.R. Hughes Ballpark
O’Fallon’s baseball complex includes T.R. Hughes 
Ballpark, home of the River City Rascals minor league 
baseball team and a museum, the St. Charles County 
Amateur Sports Hall of Fame. The ballpark is available 
for special events. The sports complex also offers seven 
lighted baseball-softball diamonds for league play. 

Paul A. Westhoff Memorial Park
This neighborhood park offers amenities for nearly 
everyone:  lighted baseball and softball diamonds, 
pee wee fields, a sand volleyball court, horseshoe pits, 
basketball courts, tennis courts, two playgrounds, and 
Westhoff Plaza, a BMX and skateboard park. Brendan’s 
Playground is a universally-accessible playground 
designed so that children of all abilities can play 
together.

Each O’Fallon park offers a first-rate place to relax, get some exercise or simply enjoy the outdoors. All parks, except 
for Knaust Park, have outdoor pavilions that can be reserved for family and company picnics. Also, the Renaud Spirit 
Center has indoor facilities that can be reserved for meetings and special events. 

Parks and Recreation (cont.)

12
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History
In 2014, O’Fallon celebrated Money magazine’s 
recognition — again — of our City as one of the nation’s 
“100 Best Places to Live.” How we got there is a tale of 
entrepreneuring and of business leaders who wore 
many hats.

German immigrant Nicholas Krekel was O’Fallon’s 
first resident and first retailer in 1856, and in 1857, the 
first postmaster and first railroad agent, as well. He 
operated his store out of his house, the first home built 
in O’Fallon.  

He settled here because his older brother, Judge 
Arnold Krekel (who also owned a newspaper), 
purchased land, plotted a town and donated some of 
the property for a new railroad line. 

In 1912, the City incorporated with about 600 
residents. O’Fallon’s first mayor, Fred Jacoby, built the 
first drug store and started the first telephone service, 
which he installed himself, including a switchboard 
in his store. Mayor Jacoby also started the town’s first 
band and invented a grain reaper.   

In 1939, with only $50 in the general fund, Mayor Paul 
A. Westhoff, Sr., cast the decisive vote to build the 
City’s first sanitary water and sewer system, launching 
an era of progress and expansion.

To help the City build the system, St. Mary’s Institute 
donated $5,000. St. Mary’s is O’Fallon’s oldest corpora-
tion, founded by the Sisters of the Most Precious Blood 
to support their educational endeavors.  

America entered World War II not long afterward and 
O’Fallon residents found jobs at the government’s new 
TNT-manufacturing plant built near Weldon Spring.

By 1956, O’Fallon’s population had grown to 1,357. 
The City’s three-day Centennial celebration, which 
included a beard-growing contest, drew spectators 
from many neighboring towns. About this time, 
O’Fallon’s first subdivisions were started. A sign was 
posted along the highway, “O’Fallon, a Good Place to 
Live.” Many residents commuted to manufacturing 
jobs in St. Louis.

Still, until the early 1970s, O’Fallon remained roughly 
20 blocks square in size, mostly on the north side of 
I-70. The town was so small that if there was trouble, 
officers usually had an idea who caused it. And the 
area was so rural that officers occasionally got called 
out to handle stray cattle wandering across a road. 

In the mid-1990s, O’Fallon began an aggressive 
program of City-wide infrastructure improvements 
that supported phenomenal residential, retail and 
manufacturing growth, resulting in a 25 percent 
increase in the number of available jobs. O’Fallon was 
officially a boomtown. 
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At the same time, a new industry based on O’Fallon’s past emerged – 
tourism. Although, as a town, O’Fallon began with Arnold and Nicholas 
Krekel, the City’s historic sites include early American and Native American 
history, a War of 1812 settler fort and Civil War history. 

Accordingly, City officials, citizens and business people moved to preserve 
and restore several buildings: Westhoff Grain and Mercantile Co., Westhoff 
Light and Power Co., O’Fallon’s railroad depot, the Darius Heald Home 
(built circa 1884 and open for tours in the summer), an 1870s log cabin 
(now the O’Fallon Historical Society Museum) and the east, west and south 
wings of St. Mary’s Institute educational building, which is now the O’Fallon 
Municipal Centre (City Hall and the O’Fallon Police Department.)  

In 2006, Money Magazine for the first time ranked O’Fallon among 
America’s 100 “Best  Places to Live” and O’Fallon celebrated its 
Sesquicentennial, or 150th anniversary, with a year-long series of events 
spotlighting the City’s history. 

The year 2006 also marked the 100th anniversary of O’Fallon’s Fire 
Protection District. A century ago, the all-volunteer department’s chief fire-
fighting equipment was a fire hose measuring about a block and a half and 
powered by water pumped from a pond. 

In 2015, the O’Fallon Community Foundation and the City of O’Fallon 
completed the reconstruction of an important American historic site, Jacob 
Zumwalt’s settler fort, which sheltered families from Native American 
attacks during the War of 1812. 

Today, O’Fallon’s borders have expanded to about 30 square miles and our 
population is more than 85,000. The same railroad line that started our City 
is still in operation. The original house built by Nicholas Krekel has been 
purchased by the City to bolster heritage tourism. And O’Fallon’s business-
friendly legacy continues with a wealth of opportunities for modern 
entrepreneurs. 

Patriot Day Ceremony

History (cont.)
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